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Arab National Security in the
Red Sea Region

Khaled Al-Habbas
Department of Political Science
Faculty of Economics and Administration
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The paper highlights the geo-strategic and economic importance of
the Red Sea which makes it vital for Arab national interests, while at the
same time delineating sources of threat to Arab national security that
emanate from political developments taking place in the Red Sea.

It concludes that there is a great geopolitical linkage between the Red Sea
and Arab national security.lt also asserts that the red sea has become
recently under grave strategic threats. The main sources of threat have
mainly centered on: Israeli and American meddling in regional affairs, and
their unlimited cooperation with Ethiopia and Eretria, both of which harbor
foreign policies antagonistic to Arab countries; political anarchy in Somalia
and the consequent rising danger of piracy and terrorism constituted another
major threat. All this happens in absence of a clearly articulated Arab
strategy to secure Arab interests and influence in the region. Finally, the

research presents some recommendations for Arab policymakers.
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